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a. Iiitrodiicton comments. 

This is intended by the Applicant as a plenary' amendment on the merits 
responsive to an OtVice Action dated May 23, 2003 wherein Claims 4, 10, 1 1 J 3, 1 5, 1 7, 
and IS were rejected under 35 USC ^^102 (b) as anticipated by Kurz, Claims 10,1 1,13, 
s and 15 were rejected under 35 USC ^\02 (b) as anticipated by Lamb, Claims 5 and 5 
were rejected under 103 (a) to Title 35 as obvious and therefore unpatentable over Kurz 
in view of Hilton et al. when combined with Fairbank and Birdseye. Claim 12 was 
rejected under 35 USC ^^102 (b) as obvious in view of the teachings of Kurz. Claims 14 
and 16 were rejected under 103 (a) to Title 35 as obvious and therefore unpatentable 
10 over Kurz in view of Lamb when combined with Marshall et al ; claims 19 and 20 were 
rejected under 103 (a) to Title 35 as obvious and therefore unpatentable over Kurz in 
view of Fairbank, claim 21 was rejected under 4; 103 (a) to Title 35 as obvious and 
therefore unpatentable over Kurz combined with Croft 
(a) Submitted herewith is a plenary amendment 
15 (b) Claims have been amended to overcome the rejections based on 35 U S C. 

103 (a) and on 35 USC i:;102{b). Some claims have been cancelled without prejudice 
Allowance of the remaining claims is requested in view of the impermissible use of 
hindsight reconstruction by the Office to combine art which teaches away from the 
invention as fully explained beUnv 
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